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Danae and Perseus 

THE large Athenian hydria (water-jar) figured 
above is one of the series of Greek vases 
acquired in 1913 from the Francis Bartlett Fund. 
It is decorated with drawings in the severe red- 
figured style of about 500 B.C., carefully exe- 
cuted, though less fine than those on most of the 
vases in the series. The great interest of the vase 
is in the story told in the large panel on the front, 
— a scene from one of the most popular of Greek 
myths. In the centre stands a carpenter drilling a 
hole in the lid of a large wooden chest in which 
Danae and Perseus are to be imprisoned and cast 
into the sea. At the left stands an elderly man 
(King Acrisius) stretching out his hand in a gesture 
of command towards two women (his wife, Eurydice, 
and his daughter, Danae), each of whom holds up 
her hand as if in deprecation of his anger. The 
boy, Perseus, held in Danae's arms, is intently 
watching the carpenter. The various emotions of 
the participants of the scene are clearly, if naively, 
portrayed, — the grim determination of the king 
and the trepidation of the women, contrasted 
with the stolidity of the carpenter and the inno- 
cent curiosity of the child. On the shoulder of 
the vase is a pleasing decorative design repre- 
senting three youths baiting a bull. The hydria 
is exhibited in Case 5 in the Fifth Century 
Room. 



Notes 

The Exhibition of Ukiyo-e Art opened 
on January 24 in the Renaissance Court and 
will continue until February 23. It com- 
prises paintings, prints, and smaller objects in 
lacquer, ivory, and metal. 

The Exhibition of Persian Art in the 
Forecourt Room will be followed on Feb- 
ruary 18 by an exhibition of Japanese 
objects. 

A Second Exhibition of accessions from 
the Francis Bullard Bequest — including en- 
gravings after Turner, mezzotints by Lucas 
after Constable, and proofs of Durer wood- 
cuts, — was opened in the Print Exhibition 
Room on January 2 1 . It will be succeeded 
about March 1 5 by a third exhibition from 
the same Bequest, consisting of mezzotints 
by and after Turner, including proofs from 
the Liber Studiorum. 

Conferences and Lectures will be 
given at the Museum during February and 
March as follows: 

Professor Edward S. Morse : 

February 5. Industrial Arts in Japan. 
Professor Masaharu Anesaki : 

February 12. Buddhist Cosmotheism 
and Symbolism in Its Arts and 
Rituals. 
February 19. Buddhist Individualism and 
the Transition of Its Art to Secular Art. 
Professor Edward S. Morse : 

February 26. Japanese Pottery. 
Mr. FitzRoy Carrington : 
The Revival of Etching 

Nineteenth Century. 
March 5. Charles Jacque. 
March 12. C F. Daubigny. 
March 19. Charles Meryon. 
March 26. J.F.Millet. 
Mr. Carrington will give two further confer- 
ences : 
April 2. Maxime Lalanne. 
April 9. Felix Buhot. 
The Conferences take place at 2.30 P.M. 
Mr. Hendrik Willem van Loon will give two 
illustrated lectures in English in the Lecture Room 
of the Museum at 4 P. M., as follows : 

February 10. Social Life in the Dutch Re- 
public of the Great Painters. 
February 1 2. Rembrandt and Rubens. 
Admission to these Conferences and Lectures is 
free by ticket to be obtained by applying in writing 
to the Supervisor of Education at the Museum, 
enclosing a stamped and addressed envelope. 

The course of fifteen lectures by Mr. Huger 
Elliott on Artistic Standards for Objects in Daily 
Use began on January 24. Fee, $5.00. Special 
rate to teachers, $1.00. 
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Silver Mace 

English, Eighteenth Century 

The mace is part of the Corporation silver of the 
town of Boston, England, which was lately disposed 
of by the town. It is dated 1 727. The maker 
was Gabriel Heath. The mace has been lent to 
the Museum by Mrs. Washington B. Thomas, 
and is shown in the Early American Room. 

The Print-Collector's Quarterly 

The forthcoming issue for the current month will 
contain the following illustrated articles : 

Millet's Drawings at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, by Robert J. Wickenden. 

The Woodcuts of Albrecht Altdorfer (1480- 
1538), by William M. Ivins, Jr. 

Daumier's Lithographs, by Henry L. Seaver. 

Daumier's *' Robert Macaire," by William 
Makepeace Thackeray. 

Beginning with this issue the Quarterly will be 
published for the Museum by Houghton Mifflin 
Company. Subscriptions may be addressed to the 
Company, either at 4 Park Street, Boston, or 1 4 
East Fortieth Street, New York City. The sub- 
scription price is $ 1 .00. 

Subscriptions to the Museum 

Annual Tickets admitting four persons (transfer- 
able) are issued to Annual Subscribers of $ 1 and 
upwards. Subscribers are also entitled to receive, free 
by post, copies of the Report of the Museum, issued 
yearly, and the Bulletin, which appears bi-monthly. 



The New Acquisitions from Egypt 

THE latest shipment from Egypt, comprising 
1 3 1 cases, reached the Museum during De- 
cember. As announced in the November Bulletin, 
they had been exposed to damage by water in 
consequence of a fire on the steamer " Preussen " 
when nearing Hamburg on its way from Alexandria. 
The cases have now all been unpacked and the 
contents examined, with the gratifying result that 
a loss of coloring on a few of the reliefs from the 
Giza excavations proves the only injury to any 
important object. All these reliefs, including the 
unique Nekhebuw autobiography, will be placed 
in the galleries as soon as space permits. The 
objects chiefly injured were a number composed of 
perishable materials, which had been acquired not 
for exhibition, but for archaeological study. From 
the Kerma excavations all the exquisite black-top 
pottery, the ostrich feather fans, the ivory-handled 
swords and other objects of the Hyksos period 
arrived safely. The cemetery at Sheikh Farag 
yielded a great collection of necklaces, weapons, 
and small objects, all of which are intact. From 
the latter site also we have the grave stele illustrated 
below. The stele consists of a block of limestone 
0.42 m. wide and 0.58 m. high. There are traces 
of color in the figures and the ornamental border. 
The surface is unusually well preserved and the 
rounded top is an exceptional form. The stele was 
erected by Ahaty-sen-ankh to himself and his wife 
Yy, in the thirtieth year of Amenemhet III (1819 
B. C), and with its exquisite cutting and color will 
form one of the most important additions to our 
Middle Empire collection. C. S. F. 
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Grave Stele of Ahaty-sen-ankh and Wije 
Sheikh Farag, 1819 B.C. 



